
1007 East Homberg Avenue            Baltimore, Maryland 21221            410-686-7797           Hall Rentals 410-686-3547 

 
 

Exalted Ruler 
Est. Lead. Knight 
Est. Loyal Knight 
Est. Lect. Knight 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Esquire 
Tiler 
Inner Guard 
Chaplain 
Presiding Justice 
Alt. to Gr. Lodge 
Trustee 1 year 
Trustee 2 year 
Trustee 3 year 
Trustee 4 year 
Trustee 5 year 

Geneil Dupack 
Pat Ryan 
Joe McGeeney, PER, PDD 

Jim Morris 
Russell Blosser 
Tammy L. Mathena 
Mark Harford, PER 
Cindy Willett 
Susan Metzger 
Marie Cavey 
Doug Caraway 
Debbie Price, PER  
Jim Trent 
Mark Balsamo 
Ernest McCauley 
Ron Hershey Sr. 
Steve Ruth 
 

  

Affairs 
 
Americanism 
Audit 
Bingo 
Camp Barrett 
Comm. Affairs 
Constit. & ByLaws 
Drug Awareness 
Elks Nati. Found. 
Flag Day 
Gov. Relations 
Hall Rentals 
House Chair 
Indoctrinations 
Investigations 
Mediator 
Memorial Service 
PER Chairperson 
Scholarship 
Veteran Affairs 
Youth Activities 

Ron Hershey Sr., Jack 
Freeland, & Russ Blosser 
Marie Cavey 
Susan Metzger 
Bob Hood 
Joe McGeeney, PER, PDD 
Joe McGeeney, PER, PDD 

John Cromwell 
Joe McGeeney, PER, PDD 

Mark Harford, PER 
Pat Ryan 
John Cromwell, PER 
Geneil Dupack 
Mark Balsamo 
Mark Harford, PER 
Charles (Chuck) Connolly 
Greg Cook 
Pat Ryan 
Mark Harford, PER 
Tammy L. Mathena 
H. Lee Davis, PSP, PER 
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2024 – 20256 Lodge Officers 

Committees 
 

Message from the Exalted Ruler 
 

Greetings fellow Elks, 
 

July begins with our great country celebrating its birthday.  We will 
be celebrating 4th of July with a good ol’ American cookout and 
potluck.  The lodge will be suppling the hamburgers and hot dogs 
with all the condiments.  It is a bring a dish for the sides and dessert.  
If you would like to share another entrée, please bring it.  The lodge 
opens at noon on the 4th of July, celebrations begin at 1.  Come have 
fun.  If it is warm outside, I will fill a couple of the small pools and 
you can at least keep your feet in the pools.  Bring a lawn chair if you 
want to sit by the pool. 
 

I will be representing our lodge at the Grand Lodge Convention June 
30 thru July 3 in Austin Texas.   I hope to come back with lots of new 
information to share with our lodge.   
 

Summer only began June 20th, but holy cow it arrived with real 
force. The heat broke records. If this is a preview of coming 
attractions, buckle up.  I know a place where it is cool, serves good 
food (so you do not need to heat up your kitchen) and serves cold 
drinks. If you guessed the Antler room, you were correct.  Check out 
the new menu, drink, and dinner specials.  Come enjoy yourselves 
and engage with other Elk family.  Meet someone new.  
 

See you in the Antler room or at one of our events! 
 

Fraternally,  
 

Geneil Dupack 
Exalted Ruler 
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Sickness and Distress 
Est. Leading Knight: Patrick Ryan 

Pryanlaw01@gmail.com 410-336-0364 
 

Member Jake Kraft has entered Hospice at Franklin Square 

Hospital Center 
 

Member Pat Ryan had back surgery.  Was at Johns Hopkins 

and is moving to rehab. 
 

Member Don Cardwell Sr. passed, and his celebration of 

life is Sunday June 30 at the Essex Elks at 1pm.  Elks’ 

funeral ritual at 1:15. All are invited to celebrate Mr. Don’s 

life. 

Elk of the Month 
 

Bob Hood 
Mr. Bob thank you for all you do chairing the 

Tuesday and Thursday Bingo. 
 

Volunteer of the Month 
 

Nancy Beachum    
for all the Monday prep work for the kitchen and 

volunteering at Bingo. 

  Crab Feast 
 

      Saturday, July 27, 2023 
                   Tickets $60 per person. 

 
 

Ticket Includes: 
Buffet, limited open bar,  

crabs available (1:30 – 4 PM)  
Bottle beer for sale. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hours of Operation 
 

Antler Room 
 

Closed Monday 
(except for meeting nights open at 6 pm) 

Tuesday and Wednesday 
3 pm – 9 pm 

Thursday thru Friday 
3 pm – 10 pm 

Saturday 
2 pm – 10 pm 

Sunday 
12 pm – 7 pm 

 

Kitchen Hours 
 

Tuesday thru Friday 
5 pm – 8 pm 

Saturday 
5 pm – 7 pm 

Sunday 
1 pm – 4 pm (limited menu) 

 

(All food orders must be placed 15 minutes before closing) 

Upcoming Lodge Events 
 

Wed. Jul. 10 Senior Bingo Doors open @ 9, Bingo starts @ 11 

Sat. July 27 Crab Feast 1 – 5 PM  
Mon. July 29 Initiation 
Wed. Aug 7 Blood Drive 
Wed. Aug. 14 Senior Bingo Doors open @ 9, Bingo starts @ 11 
Sat. Sept. 7 Luncheon Bingo Doors open @ 9, Bingo starts @ 11 
Wed. Sept. 11 Senior Bingo Doors open @ 9, Bingo starts @ 11 
Sat. Sept. 28 Crab Feast 1 – 5 PM 
Wed. Oct. 9 Senior Bingo Doors open @ 9, Bingo starts @ 11 

Sat. Oct. 19 Day at the Races Bull w/Oyster Roast 1 – 5 PM 

Sat. Oct. 26 Safety Day 
Wed. Nov. 13 Senior Bingo Doors open @ 9, Bingo starts @ 11 
Sun. Dec. 1 Elk’s Memorial Service 10 AM 
Wed. Dec. 11 Senior Bingo Doors open @ 9, Bingo starts @ 11 
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Luncheon Bingo 
Wednesday, July 10, 2024 

 

Doors open at 9:00 AM 

Bingo starts at 11:00 AM 
 

Tickets: $20 (limited tickets) 
 

Includes package and lunch 

(additional cards for sale) 

         Menu: Fish sandwich on a roll, coleslaw, chips,  

and Dessert 
No Outside Food Allowed 

 

For tickets call: 

Mark Balsamo 410-960-0328 or Bob Hood 410-391-8151  

 
 

Blood Drive @ Essex Elks Lodge 
  

Wednesday, August 7th 
1 PM – 6 PM 

 

The local blood supply in summer months is 
critically low.  Please come out to support the 

Elks and the American Red Cross.  
 

For more information call or email: 
call or text Pat Ryan at 410-336-0364  

or email pryanlaw01@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to the Following 
Members who are eligible for Life 

Membership 
 

Joseph Bass 
Anthony “Tony” Maggio 

Charles Smith, Jr. 
Steven Dowa 

Louis Vesperman 

 

Lodge opens at 12 PM,  
Celebrations start at 1 PM.   

 

Bring your favorite side dish or dessert.  Lodge will 
bring the burgers, hot dogs, and all the fixings.   

 

Come bring in the Fourth with your Elk family and 
a cold beverage. 
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Fourth of July Trivia 
 

Question: Who ruled England when the Colonies established independence? 

Answer: King George III 
 

Question: Which city hosted the first official Independence Day celebration on July 4, 1777? 

Answer: Philadelphia 
 

Question: When was the first 4th of July celebration held at the White House? 

Answer: July 4, 1801, when Thomas Jefferson was president 
 

Question: How many times does the Liberty Bell ring on each Independence Day? 

Answer: 13 times 
 

Question: What was the first state to declare the 4th of July a state holiday? 

Answer: Massachusetts 
 

Question: What year was the 4th of July declared a national holiday? 

Answer: 1870 
 

Question: On which day was the Declaration of Independence actually signed? 

Answer: Aug. 2, 1776 
 

Question: How many original copies of the Declaration of Independence are believed to have been printed? 

Answer: 200 
 

Question: How many signatures are on the Declaration of Independence? 

Answer: 56 
 

Question: True or false: A woman’s signature appears on some copies of the Declaration of Independence. 

Answer: True. Though she’s not an official signer, Mary Katharine Goddard, who was commissioned by Congress to 

print copies of the important document, added her name below the original signers’ names. Though it’s unclear why. 
 

Question: Which six men are considered the core Founding Fathers of America? 

Answer: George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, James Madison and Alexander 

Hamilton 

Happy July Birthday 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

4 

5 

6 

8 

8 

9 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

11 

12 

 

Andrew Malecki 

Robert Hood 

Kyle White 

Melissa Feeheley 

Stanley Sufczynski 

Michael Willis 

Bruce Hirsch 

Charles Hale 

Suzanne Wood 

Glen Diehl 

Barry Marry 

Connie Berdych 

Timothy Jackson 

Sylvia Piunti 

Teresa Ryckman 

Ian Green 

Kevin Blimline 

 

12 

13 

14 

15 

15 

15 

17 

17 

18 

18 

19 

19 

19 

20 

20 

21 

 

Phillip Doyle  

Gregory Cook  

Timothy Armstrong 

Michael Carrico, II 

Samuel Ertwine, Jr. 

Ricky Horney 

William Bialozynski 

Donald Kraft  

Lucas Cunha 

Patrick Geiselman 

Elizabeth Morris 

Linda Riston 

Marie Van Reenen 

Charles Burke 

Debora Stallmann 

Chester Klauza 

 

21 

22 

23 

23 

23 

24 

25 

25 

27 

28 

30 

30 

31 

31 

31 

31 

 

Keith Mills 

Raymond D. Mathena, III 

David Dovel  

John Felter 

Michael Collins 

James Dunn 

Joseph Gutkoska 

Alexander Leonard 

Alex Keller 

Shannon Johnson 

John Hill 

Frank Wilson 

Walter Bayne, III 

Debra Goding 

Eugene Horn 

Brian Turner 

https://www.rd.com/article/most-valuable-signature-declaration-independence/


- 5 - 
 

 



- 6 - 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

OFFICER ACCOUNTABILITY 2024-2025 
A. The following Officers did not attend the membership meeting(s) for the past month: MAY 

1. Pat Ryan – excused Medical 

    

B. The following officers have missed [X] of the 15 required membership meetings: 

1.  Ron Hershey -  3 of 15 ( 1, 2 excused – medical) 

2.  Joe McGeeney  3of 15 ( 2 excused – medical)  

3.  Jim Trent , 2 of 15 

4.  Russell Blosser 1 of 15 

5. Pat Ryan – excused, medical 2 of 15  

 

C. The following Officers did not attend the Board Meeting for the past month: June 

1. Russell Blosser    

2. Tammy Mathena   

3. Joe McGeeney   

4. Pat Ryan – excused Medical 

5. Steve Ruth 

6. Ernie McCauley    

 

D. The following Officers have missed [X] of the 12 Board Meetings: 

1.  Russell Blosser 3 of 12    

2.  Tammy Mathena 2 of 12   

3.  Ron Hershey 1 of 12  

4.  Joe McGeeney 3 of 12 

5. Pat Ryan 2 of 12  

6. Steve Ruth 1 of 12 

7. Ernie Mc Cauley 1 of 12 

 

E. The following Officers did not attend the required Flag Day Ceremony (Sat., June 15, 2024 @ 10 am): 

1.  Russell Blosser 

2.  Tammy Mathena 

3.  Jim Trent   

4.  Ron Hershey 

5.  Mark Balsamo 

6.  Pat Ryan – excused medical 

7.  Ernie McCauley 

 

Elk’s Shirts 
Anyone interested in purchasing an  

Elk shirt or a RED  
(Remember Everyone Deployed) shirt.  

See Geneil Dupack 

 
 

Music Bingo will resume in September.  
Enjoy the Summer! 

 
 
 

Tuesday, April 2nd, 16th, and 30th 
starting at 6:30 PM. 
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Essex Elks Newsletter 
BPOE Essex Lodge #1866 
1007 East Homberg Ave. 
Baltimore, MD 21221 

DATED MATERIAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Dues Renewal 2024 – 2025 
Regular Member $107.00 Life Member $65.00 

       Change of Address    Change of email address 
 

Name ________________________________________ Member # __________ 

Address ____________________________________     City _______________     State ____     Zip _______ 

Phone # ___________________ Cell Phone # _______________ 

Email Address ______________________________________ 
 

   If you would like to receive the Newsletter by USPS, please add $5.00 to your due’s payment ($112 regular/$70 lifetime) 
 

Mail to:                                   Identification card for Spouses and Surviving Spouses, NO FEE 

Essex Elks Lodge #1866  Mr./ Ms./ Mrs. _________________________________________________  

Attn. Russell Blosser, Secretary         I have enclosed a donation for the Elk’s National Foundation in the amount of $ __________ 
1007 E. Homberg Ave.        and/or donation for our lodge building improvement fund in the amount of $ __________ 
Baltimore, MD 21221      


