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Exalted Ruler 
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Est. Lect. Knight 
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Alt. to Gr. Lodge 
Trustee 1 year 
Trustee 2 year 
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John Cromwell 
Geneil Dupack 
Mark Harford 
Jeff Morris 
Russell Blosser 
Tammy L. Mathena 
Liz Morris 
Jim Morris 
Rob Morris 
Marie Cavey 
Doug Caraway 
Debbie Price, PER  
Fred Rock 
Jim Trent 
Mark Balsamo 
Ernest McCauley 
Ron Hershey Sr. 
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Audit 
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Camp Barrett 
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Elks Nati. Found. 
Flag Day 
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House Chair 
Indoctrinations 
Investigations 
Mediator 
Memorial Service 
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Scholarship 
Veteran Affairs 
Youth Activities 

Ron Hershey Sr. 
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Sandy Hale/Brenda Trent 
Bob Hood 
Joe McGeeney, PER, PDD 

Mark Harford 
John Cromwell 
Victoria Mathena 
Joe McGeeney, PER, PDD 
Mark Harford 
Geneil Dupack 
H. Lee Davis, PSP, PER & 
Debbie Price, PER 
Geneil Dupack 
Mark Balsamo 
Lisa Russell 
Charles (Chuck) Connolly 
Greg Cook 
Geneil Dupack 
Mark Harford 
Tammy L. Mathena 
H. Lee Davis, PSP, PER 
Tammy L. Mathena 
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2023 – 2024 Lodge Officers 

Committees 
 

Message from the Exalted Ruler 
 

While saying goodbye is tough I therefore won’t, as I still will be 

around just not as your ER. 

 

I do want to thank each one of you for your faith and trust in leading 

this lodge for the last two years. While turbulence is a natural part of 

life in my humble opinion, we are better off than we were when I 

started. I didn’t have a campaign mission when I started, quickly 

however you all made it my mission to bring in new members. I can 

say confidently that you have allowed me in my two years to bring in 

about 100 new members. That’s a decent amount of folks… You 

should be excited about that…. 
 

While I don’t want to cast a campaign agenda for our new ER, I hope 

that retention will be HIGH on the list. Speaking of our New ER. 

Congratulations to Past Leading Knight, Geniel Dupack. The vote 

brought out a significant and passionate group. Regardless of how 

you feel about the election, it’s time to stand behind this group and 

assist them in the multitude of ways necessary to make this lodge 

successful. 

 

The core of the elected officers is highly motivated and eager to 

move in a positive direction, truly embracing ELKDOM. I want to 

thank Mark Harford and Susan Metzger, while not successful in their 

election bid its comforting knowing that there are people who want to 

be more involved. I dream of a day where every position has multiple 

people interested in the success of our lodge. See retention….. 

Some have asked about my accomplishments- I prefer not to boast. 

Should others want to mention the positive and negative of my two 

years have at it…. 

 

In closing Patty and I thoroughly enjoyed being with the Best People 

on Earth! 

 

Thank You 

 

John Cromwell 
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Hours of Operation 
 

Antler Room 
 

Closed Monday 
(except for meeting nights open at 6 pm) 

Tuesday and Wednesday 
3 pm – 9 pm 

Thursday thru Friday 
3 pm – 10 pm 

Saturday 
2 pm – 10 pm 

Sunday 
12 pm – 7 pm 

 

Kitchen Hours 
 

Tuesday thru Friday 
5 pm – 8 pm 

Saturday 
5 pm – 7 pm 

Sunday 

1 pm – 5 pm 
 

Upcoming Lodge Events 
 

Wed. Mar. 13 Senior Bingo Doors open @ 9, Bingo starts @ 11 

Sun. Mar. 24  Early Bird Bull Roast 1 – 5 PM 

 

May there be a special Irish blessing for all.  
Keep us safe and provide us with enough. 

 

Chaplain – Marie Cavey 

Sickness and Distress 
Est. Leading Knight: Geneil Dupack 

Geneil@comcast.net            443-604-3109 

 

Member Paul Baer passed. 
Member Ed Schenning passed. 
Member Pat Ryan sister passed. 

Member Lenny Ritterpusch son Matt passed. 
Member Chuck Hale was in FSH, now home. 
Member Frank Wilson had a stent in his leg. 

 

 
 

Tuesday, March 5th, and 19th 

starting at 6:30 PM. 
 

Bingo cards are $2.00 or $5.00 each, 
prize amount determined by the number of 

players.  3 – 5 games played per night. 
 

Guess the song – match the song on the bingo 
card. 

 

Contact Cindy Willett (call/text) 410-913-6381 or  
email: cindywillett@verizon.net  

with questions, suggestions, or music requests 
 

Note: if BCPS is closed or closes early there will be NO Bingo 
 

As many of you already know Mike Stuart, for personal 
reasons, has relinquished the House Chairman position.  I 
would like to THANK Mike for his service to the Lodge 
and his continued help during this transition period.  
 

I am in the process of naming the new House Committee 
members and am fortunate that quite a number of 
members have volunteered to help not only me but also 
the Lodge.  My main goal for the committee is for 
cooperation, participation, and a positive plan for the 
future at the end of EVERY meeting.   
 

Our FIRST priority is to review and re-evaluate the Antler 
Room menus and current pricing.  Expect to see changes 

and improvements very soon. 
 

Fraternally, Mark Balsamo, House Chairman 
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Luncheon Bingo 
Wednesday, Mar. 13, 2024 

 

Doors open at 9:00 AM 
Bingo starts at 11:00 AM 

 

Tickets: 

$20 (limited tickets) 
Includes package and lunch 

(additional cards for sale) 

Menu: Corned Beef, Coleslaw, Chips, 
and Dessert 

No Outside Food Allowed 
 

For tickets call: 

Mark Balsamo 410-960-0328 or Bob Hood 410-391-8151  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 
Kimberly’s Beach House Salon and Spa 

9 Carroll Island Rd.  
410-335-8637 

Instagram: @calisedoeshair 

Elk’s Shirts 
Anyone interested in purchasing an  

Elk shirt or a RED  

(Remember Everyone Deployed) shirt.  
Call Pat Henderson 443-690-5108 

for more information. 

Early Bird Bull Roast 
(For members who pay their2024-2025 dues Early) 

March 23, 2024 
1 PM – 5 PM 

 

$15.00 per Member, $25.00 per Guest 
 

Includes: Limited open bar and buffet 

 

HELP WANTED 
 

We need YOUR help in the Kitchen.  
 

Mondays: 8 AM – 12 PM Food Prep for Tues. and Wed. 
specials 

Thursdays: 8 AM - 12 PM Food Prep for Fri. and Sat. 
specials 

Saturday: 5 PM – 7 PM Fryer and dish washer (will train) 
 

Contact Cindy Willett 410-913-6381 
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Happy March Birthday 
 

1 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

6 

6 

6 

7 

 

Michael O’Sullivan 

Kenneth Hoffman 

Kathryn Kirk 

Beverly Kott 

Gerry Simms 

William Walsh 

Philip Parsons 

Jeffery Boswell 

H. Lee Davis 

Conrad Gilbert 

Anna Waggner 

Thomas Kafka 

 

8 

9 

14 

14 

15 

16 

16 

20 

20 

21 

21 

22 

 

Darlene Gebhart 

Kevin Nida 

Keith Greaver 
Michael Allison 

James Bass 

Charles Chilton 

David Harrell, Jr. 

James Kinard 

Larry Kinard 

Doug Caraway, Jr. 

John Sieminski 

Michael Maynor 

 

22 

23 

23 

23 

23 

24 

28 

28 

28 

28 

29 

30 

31 

 

Roger Wyatt  

Berton Mahla  

Thomas Nida 

Lisa Russell 

Eric Stacharowski 

Pat Henderson 

Bruce Bryantt 

William McKelvin 

Robert Tuzzolo, Sr. 

Virginia Wagner 

Deborah Price 

Ron Hershey 

Thomas Hargis 

Brothers and Sister, the Lodge needs your help.  There are two major infrastructure projects that we need 

to address.  One of the projects, replacing the Lodge roof, is critical.  Getting it done sooner than later is 
going to save us a lot of pain.  It is, as they say, a ticking time bomb.  Repairs have been made repeatedly 
over the last few years and it seems additional repairs are still going to be needed.   The solution is to 
replace the roof using an insured contractor who will warranty their work.  The other project is the 
resurfacing and relining of the parking lot.  This second project is not as critical (yet) but it is important for 

the safety of ourselves and guests.   
 

We have a plan!  We are exploring the costs of these projects.  Knowing a reasonable estimate of costs is 
good place to start.  We expect that the costs of these important projects will be substantial.   We are also 
exploring ways of paying for these projects.  We will be approaching state representatives to see if there 
are grants that can be made available.  We are also going to the Maryland, Delaware & District of Columbia 
Elks Association and the Grand Lodge to see if they can help.     
 

Your help is so important!  Ultimately paying for this is on us.  With that in mind, it seems to me when we 
approach our local politicians or fellow Elks outside our lodge it is way better for us to say to them: "Here is 
what we are facing and here is what we have done for ourselves, please consider helping us close the 
gap."  Showing them that we already have some percentage of the documented estimated costs (we have 
been working on this) makes our position stronger by demonstrating our commitment to our lodge.  
 

What can you do?  The cost of daily operation and upkeep of the lodge has always been, primarily, on the 
participation and generosity of members and, secondarily, on rentals/activities open to the public.   Simply 

coming in to the Antler room and having a drink or bite to eat if you haven't been in a while will help.  If you 
attend more regularly adding an occasional extra day would help.  Another way to assist is on the Dues 
Renewal form.  When you renew, you can contribute to the Building Improvement fund.  For that matter, if 
you have already paid your dues but would like to contribute to the Building Improvement Fund you can 
send a check to the same address on the dues form (please note it is for the bu ilding) or give it to the 

bartender.   
 

One last thing, if you have any ideas on how to help pay for the needed projects, we want to hear them. 
 

Thanks. 
 

Jim Morris 
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Dues Renewal 2024 – 2025 
Regular Member $107.00 Life Member $65.00 

       Change of Address   Change of email address 
 

Name ________________________________________  Member # __________ 

Address ____________________________________     City _______________     State ____     Zip _______ 

Phone # ___________________ Cell Phone # _______________ 

Email Address ______________________________________  
 

   If you would like to receive the Newsletter by USPS, please add $5.00 to your due’s payment ($112 regular/$70 lifetime) 
 

Mail to:                                   Identification card for Spouses and Surviving Spouses, NO FEE 

Essex Elks Lodge #1866  Mr./ Ms./ Mrs. _________________________________________________  

Attn. Russell Blosser, Secretary         I have enclosed a donation for the Elk’s National Foundation  in the amount of $ __________ 
1007 E. Homberg Ave.        and/or donation for our lodge building improvement fund in the amount of $ __________ 

Baltimore, MD 21221      


