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2023 – 2024 Lodge Officers 

Committees 
 

Message from the Exalted Ruler 
 

 

December is upon us and it brings the end of the 3rd quarter of the 
Elks Fiscal year in addition to celebrating the Holidays. As diverse as 
our lodge is I want to wish everyone the Merriest and Happiest of 
Holidays as well as Merry Christmas to all. 
 
As we begin to look towards 2024, your lodge will have election 
forthcoming.  Why do I bring this to your attention. Well, it’s your 
lodge and in the words of JFK, ask not what the lodge can do for you 
but what you can do for your lodge. Ok, so I paraphrased a bit. 
 
This year, like every year, is the time for you to provide leadership 
and direction. Consider being more engaged whether through an 
elected position or being one of the many appointments necessary to 
run the day-to-day operations of the lodge. 
 
Along those lines I had a member ask about the ability to attend 
meetings. Granted a newer member but if the thought was brought 
up, I figured many others would desire the same information. You as 
a member are welcome at any, and all meetings held. House 
committee, Board meeting, as well as membership meetings. 
Your voice matters. See the Calendar for times and dates. 
 
Speaking of calendars…lots of events this month to celebrate: 
Children Christmas party; Adult Christmas Party and we will need as 
much help as possible to create and distribute the food baskets, plus 
6 days a week of dining options. Carry out is always an option…. 
 
From Patty and I, Merry Christmas and have a great start to the New 
Year. 
 
John Cromwell ER. 

 

Tip Bucket 
We are accepting tips for our staff as a holiday gift for all their 

hard work.  If you are able to and are so inclined to donate, there 
will be a bucket in the Antler room to make your donations. 
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Hours of Operation 
 

Antler Room 
 

Closed Monday 
(except for meeting nights open at 6 pm) 

Tuesday and Wednesday 
3 pm – 9 pm 

Thursday thru Friday 
3 pm – 10 pm 

Saturday 
2 pm – 10 pm 

Sunday 
12 pm – 7 pm 

 

Kitchen Hours 
 

Tuesday thru Friday 
5 pm – 8 pm 

Saturday 
5 pm – 7 pm 

Sunday 
1 pm – 5 pm 

 

Elk of the Month 
 

There are a considerable amount of people to consider for 
this but this month there is one who has been the glue… 
providing a ton of extra work beyond any role elected or 

appointed. This work often goes unnoticed, but it is indeed 
noticeable. Please thank Tammy Mathena for her unsung 

efforts this past month, year! 

 
THANK YOU…. 

 
 

Tuesday, December 5th and 19th 

starting at 6:30 PM. 
 

Bingo cards are $2.00 or $5.00 each, 
prize amount determined by the number of 

players.  3 – 5 games played per night. 
 
 

Guess the song – match the song on the bingo 
card. 

 

Contact Cindy Willett (call/text) 410-913-6381 or  
email: cindywillett@verizon.net  

with questions, suggestions, or music requests 
 

Through the blessings of God may we 
enjoy a blessed holiday season.  May 

the Veterans and the homeless be 
endeared with plenty of love and 

yuletides.  May we always give more 
then we receive. 

 

Chaplain – Marie Cavey 

 

Sickness and Distress 
Est. Leading Knight: Geneil Dupack 

Geneil@comcast.net            443-604-3109 

 

Bob Zampini home from hospital 
Member Stefan Wisniewski’s wife passed. 

Bull with Oyster Roast 
February 4, 2024 

1 PM – 5 PM 
 

   $50.00 per person  
    

Includes: Limited open bar 
and Limited buffet. 

 
For more information call Ron @ 410-375-3017 
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Happy December Birthday 
 

  2 

  3 

4 

4 

5 

5 

5 

7 

7 

8 

9 

9 

9 

9 

 

Stacy Knotts 

Linda Sears 

Brian Harris 

Raphael Villela 

Nickie Copinger 

Colleen Monahan 

Daniel Tuzzolo 

Howard Gross 

Andrew Turner 

Richard Kahler 

Donald Cardwell 

Bonita Fredrick 

Gregory Lysakuski 

Mary Willis 

 

10 

10 

11 

11 

11 

12 

13 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

18 

19 

 

George Grossnickle 

Robert Koch 

Robert Feldpush, III 

Shane Neel 

Steven Sowa 

Roger Schafer 

Lucy Kelly 

Kenneth Williams 

Joseph Henderson 

Brian Dorr 

Patricia Grynkiewicz 

Walter Carey 

Grace Cherry 

Michael Temple  

Christian Weir, Jr. 

 

 20 

20 

21 

21 

21 

22 

22 

25 

25 

26 

26 

27 

28 

30 

31 

 

Harlan Miller 

Robert Zampini 

Tammy Mathena 

Robbie Morris 

Mike Stuart 

Jaylene Crisfulli 

Daniel Treas 

Jack Freeland, Jr. 

Edward Jones 

Edward Mason 

Wayne Niederhauser 

Desiree Greaver 

Cynthia Kalinski 

Walter Lay 

Kathleen Blosser 

Elk’s Shirts 
Anyone interested in purchasing an  

Elk shirt or a RED  
(Remember Everyone Deployed) shirt.  

Call Pat Henderson 443-690-5108 
for more information. 

Upcoming Lodge Events 
 

Sun. Dec. 3 Elk Memorial Service 10 AM 
Wed. Dec. 13 Senior Bingo Doors open @ 9, Bingo starts @ 11 
Fri. Dec. 15 Adult Christmas Party @ 6 – 11 PM 
Sat. Dec. 16 Christmas Food Basket Pick up 
Sat. Dec. 17 Children Christmas Party 1 – 5 PM  

2023 

Wed. Jan. 10  Senior Bingo Doors open @ 9, Bingo starts @ 

Sun. Feb. 4  Bull with Oyster Roast 1 – 5 PM 

Wed. Feb. 14 Senior Bingo Doors open @ 9, Bingo starts @ 11 
Wed. Mar. 13 Senior Bingo Doors open @ 9, Bingo starts @ 11 
 

Christmas Dad Jokes: 
 

Q: What’s the absolute best Christmas 
present? 
A: A broken drum — you can’t beat it! 
 

Q: What's Santa Claus's favorite type of potato 
chip? 
A: Crisp Pringles! 
 

Q: What did one Christmas tree say to another? 
A: Lighten up! 
 

Q: What nationality is Santa Claus? 
A: North Polish. 
 

Q: What happened to the man who stole an 
Advent Calendar? 
A: He got 25 days. 
 

Q: What did the third wise man say after his 
friends had already presented gold and 
frankincense? 
A: “But wait, there’s myrrh!” 
 

Q: What do you call a child who doesn’t believe 
in Santa? 
A: Rebel without a Claus. 
 

Q: How do you know when Santa’s around? 
A: You can always sense his presents. 
 

Q: What did one snowman say to the other 
snowman? 
A: Do you smell carrots? 
 

Q: Why does Santa hate going down the 
chimney? 
A: Because he’s Claus-trophobic. 
 

Q: Why are Christmas trees bad at sewing? 
A: They have a habit of dropping their needles. 

HOLIDAY HOURS: 
 

Sat. December 24th: 12 – 5 PM 
Sun. December 25th: Opens at 6 PM 

Ravens game at 8:15 PM 
Sat. December 31st: Opens at 12 PM 

Ravens game at 1 PM 
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Luncheon Bingo 
Wednesday, Dec. 13, 2023 

 

Doors open at 9:00 AM 

Bingo starts at 11:00 AM 
 

Tickets: 

$20 (limited tickets) 
Includes package and lunch 

(additional cards for sale) 

         Menu: Chicken Salad Slider with chips,  

Chicken Soup, and Dessert 
No Outside Food Allowed 

 

For tickets call: 

Mark Balsamo 410-960-0328 or Bob Hood 410-391-8151  

 

 

 

Thank you so much for your generous donations last year! We are collecting items to be donated to Deep 
Creek Elementary School (the school next to the lodge) again this year. Listed below are the items requested:  
 

Coats:  All sizes from youth small to adult large 
Sweatpants/Sweatshirts/Long sleeve t-shirts/Hoodies: All sizes from youth small to adult large 
Underwear:  All sizes from youth small to adult large 
Socks:  All sizes from youth small to adult large 
Hats & Gloves 
Gently used children’s clothing and shoes in any size 
 

These items will be distributed by the school staff to those children in need. If you would like to donate any of 
the above, please let me know and I will make sure they get to the school! 
 

Don’t want to shop?  We are accepting donations and will do the shopping for you!  You can leave a sealed 
envelope with your donation marked “Coats for Kids” with the bartender. 
 

Please have your donations to the lodge (or to me) by Saturday, Dec. 9, 2023. Thank you so much for your 
generosity!   Debbie 410-375-9133 
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  ELKS MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 

Sunday, December 3, 2023 
Starting at 10 AM 

 

 

 
Kimberly’s Beach House Salon and Spa 

9 Carroll Island Rd.  
410-335-8637 

Instagram: @calisedoeshair 

Message from  

Esteemed Loyal Knight 
Mark Harford 

 

Donations of non-perishable and canned food items are 

now being collected in the Antler room for the Christmas 

Baskets.  All donations of money or food is greatly 

appreciated.  
 

Applications for Christmas food baskets are available 

behind the bar. 
 

Basket pick-up will be on Saturday December 16th  

at 11 AM. 
 

We will be assembling the baskets that morning and 

would love to have your help. 

 

 

Adult Christmas Party 
 

Friday, December 15th 

6 – 11 PM 
 

Come Party with Santa 
Music by Frank and Sharon Winterling 

 

Bring a covered dish. 
 

In lieu of the gift exchange 
we are asking for donations to  

MCVETS 
(MD Center for Veteran Education and Training) 

 

 

 

Notice:  
Dues Increase 2024 – 2025 

 

Regular Membership $107 
Lifetime Membership $ 65 
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Sunday, December 17th  
1 PM – 5PM 

 

Donation: 1/2 dozen cupcakes per family 
Adults: $5.00 each 

 

Children 1 – 10 Free 
 

Tickets are available starting Dec. 1st 
  

Children must be present to receive gift from Santa 
 

For more info call Ray @ 443-928-9713 
Or Text Tammy @ 443-928-9712 

 
 

Essex Elks Lodge #1866 

Scholarship 
 

ELGIBILITY 

Any high school senior or undergraduate 

college student who is a U.S. citizen and 

the child, step-child, grandchild, or 

niece/nephew of a member (or deceased 

member) in good standing of the Essex 

Elks Lodge #1866. 

AWARD 

Two (2) $500.00 scholarships will be 

awarded in the students’ name to the 

college of their choosing. 
 

Applications are available at the Lodge or by emailing 

Tammy L. Mathena at tlm1225@hotmail.com or  

call 443-928-9712. 
 

All applications are due to the Essex Elks Lodge 

no later than February 29, 2024 

AMERICANISM CONTEST 
 

ESSAY CONTEST 
 

"What the Bill of Rights Means to Me?" is the theme for this 
year’s Essay. 

 

All students enrolled in the 5th, 6th, 7th or 8th grade may enter 
the contest. 

 

Essay not to exceed 300 words. 
 

POSTER CONTEST 
"My Favorite American Symbol" is the theme for this year’s 

Poster Contest. 
 

Open to ages 0 – 17 and drawn on 8 ½ x 11 paper. 
 
 

Essay and Posters must be submitted by December 15, 2023 to 
qualify. 

 

Any member having any child, grandchild, neighbor, etc. that 
would like to enter, please contact 

Tammy Mathena @ 443-928-9712 or tlm1225@hotmail.com 

 

 

Christmas Cocktails 
 

Vanilla Cranberry Mimosas 
Ingredients: 
1.5 oz vanilla vodka  2 oz cranberry juice  
champagne 
cranberries or raspberries garnish 
 

Instructions: 
Add vanilla vodka and cranberry juice. Fill the rest of the 
champagne flute with champagne. Garnish. Enjoy! 
 

The Grinch Cocktail 
Ingredients: 
1 oz rum  1 oz peach schnapps  
3 oz pineapple juice  1 oz blue curaçao 
2 oz sprite 
Orange and cherry garnish 
 

Instructions: 
In a shaker filled with ice, add rum, peach schnapps, 

pineapple juice, and blue curaçao. Shake vigorously.  Pour in 
glass and garnish. 

 

Sugar Cookie Martini 
Ingredients: 
0.5 oz simple syrup 1.5 oz vanilla vodka  
1.5 oz amaretto  1 oz half and half 
2 oz rumchata 
Marshmallow fluff and sprinkles to garnish 
 

Instructions: 
Rim glass with marshmallow fluff and sprinkles. In a shaker 
filled with ice, add simple syrup, vanilla vodka, amaretto, half 
and half, and rumchata. Shake vigorously and pour in glass 
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Essex Elks Newsletter 
BPOE Essex Lodge #1866 
1007 East Homberg Ave. 
Baltimore, MD 21221 

DATED MATERIAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Dues Renewal 2023 – 2024 
Regular Member $101.75 Life Member $59.75 

       Change of Address    Change of email address 
 

Name ________________________________________ Member # __________ 

Address ____________________________________     City _______________     State ____     Zip _______ 

Phone # ___________________ Cell Phone # _______________ 

Email Address ______________________________________ 
 

   If you would like to receive the Newsletter by USPS please add $5.00 to your dues payment ($106.75 regular/$64.75 lifetime) 
 

Mail to:                                   Identification card for Spouses and Surviving Spouses, NO FEE 

Essex Elks Lodge #1866  Mr./ Ms./ Mrs. _________________________________________________  

Attn. Russell Blosser, Secretary         I have enclosed a donation for the Elk’s National Foundation in the amount of $ __________ 
1007 E. Homberg Ave.        and/or donation for our lodge building improvement fund in the amount of $ __________ 
Baltimore, MD 21221      


